DEVELOPING BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP
13. “Hebrews: Obey Your Leaders”
Biblical Eldership: by: Alexander Strauch                            Study: Ch. 13 Pgs 265-273
Read:    Hebrews 13:7-9, 17-19
Introduction

In this final lesson of our study (Biblical Eldership), we will discuss the role of Elders as “spiritual watchmen.”  The subject of submission to church elders who “watch over your souls…” is not a popular concept to most people today. (Christians included).  In modern society, we Christians are more favorable to a “personal relationship” with God, so that we’re answerable only to God—“not to man…any man.”
Yet, as we study the early Christian church the overall church leadership governed the people in a way similar to fathers in a family  They did not treat community members like children, but they did lead, give guidance and cared for the people as God’s family.  They taught them and watched over their lives, reminding them of who they were in Christ and that their behavior was to reflect the living Christ who indwelled them.  (Galatians 2:20)        
When members of the community were in need, the elders saw that the needs were met. When their lives did not conform to the Lord’s way of life, the elders would personally discuss the issues with them.  (Gal. 6:1)  If a major transgression occurred, the elders would exercise discipline in love. (I Cor. 5:1-5; Matt 18:15-20)  They governed and led the people to wholeness and purpose in Christ, the institution, was not the primary concern.
As you study the admonitions in these portions of scripture ask yourself:  What must I be doing to keep watch that guards and cares for the souls of God’s family?    
STUDY:
1 Although this chapter is addressed to Hebrew Christians to obey, what subtle challenge is laid down for church elders to take to heart?  Heb. 13:2
· What do people see as the “outcome of your life” and what part of your faith would you want them to imitate? 
2 What startling statement made in 13:7 reminds elders of the seriousness of their calling?  How will this reminder affect your efforts as an elder?
· Explain the terms: “Keeping watch over” and “souls”.  Pg. 270-272
· What do you learn about the significance of the elder’s work from these two terms? 

3 What aspects of shepherding God’s people should bring the greatest joy to an elder’s heart?...What would bring sadness?  Pg. 272-273                     
· From your study of scripture, what would you say are the major problems with people and their attitudes that you too can expect to face when leading God’s people?  Comment on the following verses. 
· Ex. 14:10-12 
· Num. 11:4-6, 10-15

·  Num. 12:1-3, 5-8

·  Num. 14:1-4

·  Jud. 8:34-35

· II Chron. 36:15-16 
· I Cor. 4:18

·  Phil. 1:15-17

4 Submission to authority is necessary for the ordering of society and the Church of God.  How do you see yourself as an elder fostering a wholesome response to the concept of submission within the church?  (pg. 268-270)
APPLICATION

This issue of being “spiritual watchmen” requires that a church congregation not only understands this role of its leadership as biblical, but also submits to it.  As elders you need to know that our society does not adhere to this view.  Therefore, as watchmen of God’s family, keep up with the current debate on feminism, biblical gender roles, homosexuality, abortion and other related issues.  You are urged to be faithful in your study of scripture and being obedient to the Holy Spirit.  The Lord will give guidance, as well as wisdom.    
